
STATE ORDERED BEACH CLOSURES
This spring/summer has seen both beach and water closures for multiple reasons. As you are 
probably aware, the Governor of California has placed San Diego County on the State monitoring 
list in regards to COVID which sometimes results in parking lot and beach closures. The state 
mandated closures do not impact our operations and we have access to our waterfront.

OCEAN WATER QUALITY
Safety for our participants and staff is always a priority. Water closures in summer are not typical 
since, during dry months, the wastewater plants along the Tijuana River are able to keep up with 
the normal flow. However, broken water pumps in Mexico have allowed polluted water to reach the 
ocean. We have learned that Mexico expects to complete the repair by July 20th. Until that 
happens, we will continue to be right on the edge of being able to safely open our waterfront. It is 
a daily decision, but without clear and favorable conditions, we will always err on the side of safety 
for our campers and close our waterfront.

We consider 3 things before opening our waterfront:

TESTING- As a beach camp, we monitor water quality and receive information from the County of 
San Diego water testing year-round. San Diego County Beach & Bay Water Quality Monitoring 
information can be found at: www.sdbeachinfo.com  Unfortunately, results arrive in the afternoon, 
one day after samples are taken. That means in the morning we have to consider test results from 
2 days prior. It’s also worth noting that ALL sections of Imperial Beach must test within acceptable 
levels before an “official” closure will be lifted. Even if only one site (typically the one closest to the 
rivermouth) tests positive for pollutants, and the rest of the sites to the north test “clear”, the  
closure will remain in place. For these reasons, we cannot rely on test results alone. 

OCEAN CURRENTS- We use eyes on the ocean and the predictive UCSD plume tracker to see 
which way the water is moving. A south swell moves water north. This is the most common swell in 
summer months which is ideal for our beach break and learning to surf. However, the southerly 
swells do cause a problem when they carry pollution from the Tijuana River. But the swell direction 
is something we can use to determine which way water is, and has been, moving.

EXPERIENCE- Our team includes ocean lifeguards and leadership staff with decades of experience 
working in this unique aquatic environment, and assessing specific condition indicators. We also 
communicate regularly with the IB lifeguard service for further insights on conditions to our south.

THE BOTTOM LINE…  until the pump gets fixed, we need all 3 conditions listed above to be 
favorable in order to safely open our waterfront.


